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INDIA-SOBER PLANTATIONS.

ruariefc compared with the imports from
been used for purposes such as solution mnkiiig,ritrheia."
cleanliness is an attraction, and its deficiency of nerve no
disadvantage; but it has not yet replaced Para rubber in
its most important applications, such as cut sheet and elastic
thread.
This statement refers, of course, only to the time of
writing, and it is quite conceivable that improvemen tn in
the methods of collection and coagulation may bo made in
the near future, which will put quite a, different aspect upon
affairs. In the meantime, however, what lias junt been
said indicates that Brazil's sun lias by no means net, nor is
there any possibility of such an event until rubber of the
same intrinsic merit is plentifully produced elsewhere.
Although at the present time planting in Ceylon is being
confined almost exclusively to the Para tree (TIevea
Braziliensis), it \vas the Ceara tree (Maiiihot ylciziovii)
which was at first chiefly grown, Very little suceeHS, how-
ever, was attained by the majority of tea planters, probably,
to judge by reports of present growers, because of
inexperience in methods of procedure, By way of com-
pleteness a few details of the present methods followed in
Ceylon are appended, and those who wish to go further into
the subject are advised to study the files of the India-rubber
World and the India-rubber Jowii/d, where original up-to-
date articles are of frequent occurrence. Mention should
also be made, In this connection., of tlie books by "W. H.
Johnson1 and Wright,2 though it should not he overlooked
1  " The  Cultivation and [Preparation of Para Bobber," IV".  IL
Johnson, P.L.S.    Crosby- Lock wood & Son, I $04*.
2  " Para Rubber," "Wright, 1906,   Itexguaon, Colombo.
H 2